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____________ i I ----[-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------j---------------
1 31 ifi f~ to be about t-'«0 mUe~ South of PEl.fJED. 

1 ·I 060.0 As soon a.s th;:t posn qt the b.n ·was lea..~ec. the &dVeE:?~ on r'ELO:.iC was continueG s~ at 
1 I 0~0~ ,hrs the t~ was on, ~ts o;je~t;7e. ~ .~~:r L~aaiutely be~ to r:-oV'e fwd t.o pt )99 _ 
1 ( ,.,95' .. ),.aeool"dL"g to oru~:rs o ... the Bde .... c:: .... _.. 

2
/! 

I "'000 I A jj'..,.. 'h "''"'=.oil .:.-+ ..... 'hv. .,.,..~a b.r., .,..,..,..Anl"i'!."A .~' .,, .,...., , a,..,A .,..hr.<-t.1 ~. " "'.-,..~..,,. ,,.. .• .,.,~ ~-t...., or.~r,..y· 0?'""..,.,....::. U'"" . . · "~ .. 
I k ' I m th-&h;ii"fi~;kti~i;;z v~;v ~:;; -~-c Coy~;;r--;;~ii;g-l,i~. ~G ""E·- !~~~y~:x;; thi;"~~ims ~ ( . ( / / 
, 

1 

0 .. Coy was :.'lOV'!!.'r.t.g af'f t-o :roll~i"J E Coy, ~~'-e? r:as no-::>1 t4''Hler shel.lfir'0 tmd OJ?-lY 200 yds .y:-1 ~· 
I fra'!! pt 39'?,-Nhhlh l;~ aocnaemu'c4. :'U.t!:!(Y~ the nay v:Rs> subj$etedto con3iei.arable ooem.y / / · 
! shellfire.easualtiss \rera ve;ry light. 
1 ~600!A Cpl froa 3 Bn? Parachute Rif'le __ Re~ {C:erm:n~,tms oa-p?ured by Pt~ 0 ? ?o~-tar,B?~! 
1 l near B CO"<J'S posn 2nu brouzt_t tn .l:i.'ll '!.!.q by c;;:;£ F:.-Bo:rv:1n .. .Je ,.;ra.s sent bac.:.: to Di v llq, 
i ! ~era ha proved to be a vary v&JJJable ?W. 
i 2030 D Coy.Eri rrq.~A Coy proo~~oo from M :"~!/.)?:J tu e.~ point .:S99 .. On ree.ehing, rd junc . ?93-
i 904 orde:rsp vwre re.ceive<i f.l"'r!. 3rig Peruvlle no-t t.o :ramra a.~t t.l~~ops unto 2 CRISCAN.;.. 
· orn~ ple.nnsd objeoti Vtl• but to a.asehly th.e e!'lt.i.re bn in or near E Soy" s e.re~1.- C Coy had 

joine1.i the bn at 59'3904 a."Kl the whole n01-v moved to 5991-st-rad.dling the li'il!1::t highway 
West of B Ooyts po.sn. Eere the b!! d'.lg in b~ofo=e first. ~ight • 

2 At fir:;t :Light :patr,ls ·went f·-~ii to !i. CRI0CANA Gnil on ::etl:rrn~ng repo-rted no e~ BO-Eme 
OS;nJ D Coy pushed fwd to M -c:RIS-CAWA arid after advc...ne:L""lg about 700 yds met heavy oppo.sitiO!l 

!-ram ~ oaratull¥ c.~oo in the lcwer t;rtF.md bet ore. M CRISCru>IAff&nd hs.v.ing =my 

I 
auto.ma. tic.· w~a:pc;ns.. S. hort.J .. y OO.fare :e.oon A CvJ m..;.}V'ed f\...:lfl tar'"Yh'ar to the rt to aasi.s·t D 0 
,rut on ~-ehing high ~..md abotrt; 604923 ID~.S pinned d~m. by ent!&.m.j 1'14"'"S. Fighting eton-

1

1#1nue4 th-~ghout the .day.n Coy directed arty fL..-&11w1th geed &.f1"e-ot.upon enerey- p:osns41 
1900 Erl.g Pellhale and CRA 78 D.iv decide at Hq We'at HSR that. an attack w M cm:se.~UlA. \d.ll 

'not take place toniB;h't. Sho~tly after theil'" dep~~{) at 20GO :n...-s. tha anemy firad s.bw 
tan eh:ell.s into En Hq areag\~okill.g the 22 aet ~.Jl. JdJJing t.w;o Ul'"l. Immadia~ly after 
da~k A end D Coys moved to the rear portion ot trhe bn polliMon to .roorganizei! a c.oy 

moVGd ~ on B CO!JS right :flank t:o cove~ th1s move and to suara against po36ihl.e en
eay at'&aek. Du..~g the .day the bn had lost ab~u:t 11 kill.Gd•incl Lieut-o C c RG:aves&A 

coy. 
,.., 0600 FiSh~ pa-trols aQ,~oad to the foot ,of M musc.mt.. and met m ~ o ~er ~oe 
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SICILY 1 j I ~ tJle :fentua."'S was mJ\Y ~1ed. Burial parties wen~ outilS_ 

. 11800 · 3 Cdn lnt Bde re-verts ~ comd l Can Dlv from ?8 D!v. l can In.t ~e moved ~ the 
i high gro.un4 on our J.eft flank 4ur1ns ~e daJ'• . 

41Gb 
I 

I 
ll.03C 
I 

1B.;o 
1930 
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i ~ -? //'') 

SICILY 

l.O 

ll 

.

1

rJ-c80'·D . ~h3 en~ p'!!t d.O¥rn. SCf!l!a sil!~llfi.r~ ~"'1~-: t.h~ rtt ~.~ic~ c.s:u:=cC. ~ ca~~ttl.ti.i:~. 71..!·~ rz~. 1/~ / // f / / 
mo"'ad •·yft• the main rd to the U.ortt. and at 1930 h1.-a WR~ i!! r-osn on mt,s e'bjat:ttive. ~ , App4 _';.0-IJ. ---:.· 

i En l~q W-:LB established. cm the West bank of t.h.s .river because 't~a shoor t.e.:ri.l.:.S or ~h~~ 2Uj!I · --
1 r:l:v~:r: .,;rot!J .. ~ n~t P·ert=Jit 't!:e 2~ ~t vehi::lo t.o c~-;.s.lb.c b:!.' :.lcro~.s tn.e ri 7i;;r alone 'the 
I mai~d 12r'...o AD~mfO had been b~mm hy ~'l.;; Bn~l.TIY -" 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 

o~oo -'F' a:-~ A .E.ehs arr.tV\? in an Hq ~ 
t>600 f(at1Jlns were r;trt on .mul-e-s nnd z~t. t:ti:!:r~~ the ;-!":et" t.~ t~.~ co;.r:s. ~rh~ d~y JruliGe·:: 

ly, 75 Di v now p-1:~..,.....ng to entDr ERCNT'E 
l'JO 1:t Col ~~ a~~erul-ed eoni"e~:e of unit eomds st Hq, ;122eR f.Wou.t 70)1)00 
Zlbt} LWlgt:r ~G ~guns ~ 4-8 rds ink <':A.'J!~ naar 'b!l ura':l. ~~..; shs.lls ~tr-alidled 

area hut ·no ~~ties -were caused:.G 

lfps clean Ul) -and .&.v4m in 1IDs rl. ~r:.:t.. LiGUt Qey aati?.,g ft~ ~tssiat~t a.lJt ~ro~ ·t.hi;; ..t~t~. 
i!""~ LOB-s j;:;ln the l:a4 It is now h--no~m. tn~t 1 ce.n Div h~ n.ow ·f'i.r:dshed its p5.!'t in the 

o-pera:tion and is ~!.ne tmek to n~l".g81""..ize ~ ~-t{ '?]11 

)OSlO 
Ctrn !nf Bd.s. NQ or.le~s t.o mtr'le>. ®iJO 

1430 

.,,.., A ·f\ 

~vv 

/trjG.O 

11430 

t1ae.lt NSR .an~ nak~ u~e et: vur bathing !-aeili-

Lt Col Bog~r~so.fi".r~ of ·Bi:i liq anrl cu;;y em.'1-1s v.lsi t CJ>\SA SCI.AitRUi.~ rcr p_t2~~"'~~ tea 
party. 

MaJ R s ·g -sa.te~"'l.IO,sn.d c-oy ~4s p~e$d. to new ~ea tar i\l:r!'~h~r recce. 
O:rd®li's reeeivoo at Ede Eq bV Oapt o B Higins for m:.we on the m~~ All ooys wer-$ 
Ol."'d:e!:ed tc -~~ t;o the 'riest bP~ o1: tit~ r:iver 'tfJ avuid ~fio conjoot.ion in 1#":!e 
~ -~ b~ att 100955 

iiest NSR em~ .. <ges in !JP c~ ~and ~~1 ~dB ~ M~ SP~~u .. Junc 69096S,w.llich If ){': 
_~s erossed e.:t ;O?OD ~~o 1fne Div &'"pgiD-."G-ALmYl''O re june ~ e .rQ-158®{! Gt 084.5 no~.o )f. K l_ 

Root:a .., . C~l~_NUOJIA U~ -as sh:ctm .Gn app4 $!m~ OOORD:rA to F.RA.;.'!ifOOFOif~ area. / -
En ~r.iv• b .11ew. ~ abput 143.0 end oe(.-upioo poons ~ the c20as-~ Bl..3414 ••••• ~fPP4.~ii:x 

. 27}-l 
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.!.0 

' llC i1 

' ~ p 1 .;: 
: .L .; __ ·' 

I •)900 
l00'J 

'07"-'' , u~,., 
i 

'()? 00 

. . ~ \fi~. .. ... --~---,,~ . ., 
• •..! •• • .-...J -· 
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Summary of Events and Information 

i 
•• 

I _... 

") ,. 

r'm.:a y - ). ZO'"" i 3.1 s~ rvi c e to give tl:Ja nks t 0!' Yi 0 tory tht: a fa lC '"' s 0 or:dueted to cl a :r. • • I :,.p }) : 

I E~:>ly Gt-e:::.:::i..ioL. :,t GSOO hrs ::,n for2v"'d tm i.n A :,;(>y's ara:~ for sper~ial eervi~e,follov:ed 
~ .... a .,.,::a,...•c",,.".,~ ... l · ..,..-ro~ ,. t '' . ..,, ·.· ......... e...t" ~ I 
!V .. Y ~--.,. -"-.£_· ........ -w V--~ ··~ ~.. V\.J...:... ·.1\1{;. .... ~,. I 
Lt Col 3or:.e:r:·t, ":"~l:oce-eds to ::-L::; 3 Cd.Il Irli· f·{ie fo:: a roo.-etin.g of" unit co.o.c'ir.; . 
M.eeting a.il aoy sports of:tiae!'.s to ar-~n~~e sof't-ball oohedule. I 
1~~ ~,_ ip_-'it ,.,Tl'; Os· 
1 

_ ... , - • !3C:lCol be;:!ns trg under cli:rection of J .... ieut R G c Cunnin.ghs.~.. !1 

I . 

! 
I 

I 

,·,. 

' ·-

...... 
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1 Hemarks, rcft·n·tl''' -
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I ! initii:d;:, 
·-----~----------------------------------------------~· 

:::;ICL..Y 1(~ ; J, _nt~ :; :. c<~ ' . J'C:~· .!..~~i.l ar!:.:;~:a0~~ ~o;~ of 1:0. Coy. 

17 

., ~ 

..LO 

19 

20 

!.·1noo JI..t. ~ol :::.:;l•..}.s,,J:.i.I7J.s~on~1 ... r;,~n!'uC~L. ox-pert,v'.,.;.sit.e--'1 th~~ unit t.Ui.d. c :.:;,e_fi~r:~.·ed ·;:l.t.;1 J.,-t Col 1· 

}-; 'J p· !.; rt .• 
i 1 ""·" j )vv 
I 
I 

: l50C 
i 

: 18- c~o 

! ,. ... ,;::4'' j ut; ;> 
' 

1:~_1J :·: ~·t'-':~;_:c~::.in l~!iYes :1 .--r, ·;~ :; ~~~ o~-~ be:i.n-c :'-"./ ·.', 1 Cd::. DiY :: ::, . I 
I~t:::·!nr ;;,;.};_ ~1 ;.;; :it sn.v.";r:m CE~}:·t C -.'? :Jul~:_ oc1:. 1 00 :, <)!-~r. ~~' ? :~ : '\-!f:!'le.n. it -r .. :::-oc :=f'!ded :>ver:::; eau tn 19 39 ~ 
Y~-:Jl't(.'(! t.~ :c :, ~-:it. ! 
ti \Joy bG-~.._t ;~ ;~j Coy~ :::2-15} at. sox'i., :)I!.L. 

:;;.,. ·i n 
!J.' \ '• .,; .. .. 

j ..-l"t\~ 
! --~>V. 
! ··V\ ("\ ·"""' .;'~"-- . ., .. . rt.,.. ... c .... "1 c~....:'r!. ! .: ~ <....,.;...-""' J..·.,..t:· .... . L .... .._. ,~ .L. .\.!_ 

!ex:,:i.air:.in:_:: ~.:1.9 "';a::·ioW> 
f ;.ti: .. e.l~a i ·; !'":\C~t.;i. 

,~ erioo cv:.nds. 

:;ezt ?i~)H on. e.rty &upport, 
for arty fiJ:'9 on ·their own 

a:-.~.: .) ·>):;?j r;rooeeG.c-d tc· tb.r.; 1).Ut;J.:·tn;t b·-~ac:h ( ~ -; 662) 'by t':'t fo-:.· a day i.:! th~ surf. :Lt. 

l43Q 
1,._ !0945 

Col. ;.. ' · L ; ~ - .l~ ~ t;:--t r;~s-1) p j11i!'ir3d :~rt t1.:..:3 f\ .:J-:!. ·.·. 
')!l];t L ~:;:..i:.: · e~Z,;J,e :x;,co!tf-eZ"S w.i.t..h Z:::.c !l.r,,.i at. jt Dn ad ;:;i.in p<)U].t-5. 

' i<?-i:-t _, .. • ; ;: ~LtJ ·. -::: ·.;;_;~~ unlt. Rrca Gl'l l"'trte ·t.c t ] ti-) !f8.I'"f:~ds ground at 8050 WhAl"f'l 3 Cdr. r~.::.f ::;.je 
at 1220 ll:'f; ••n.s G.dci.rens•~ lly Gcn :.1ontgo.D~ery ,·.·Jho ;gaid that h-e was ~let anrlou.;:4 -.::'hen b>J 
g~rv-e t : ~c ~ ; t-u~s.C..iu.ns tb.eir U> . .a:~,ancl L:nt 'l:ihcy hac~ done thei:r- task nmagD.i.ficently~~ .. 

I 

!1.300 Air photo~-~ 1-:e=--e reeei veL ~~n .r e~pe~t. of r;. fut.ur--& ope~ticm, on ,..,nich we are eoon to 
iern'b£trk. 
i 
i c nnd _,_: ._:oys to the xthiu~.: 
1f'r0tt'• C!. e" l-J c··,-'~ V' ,-, .... ::. .... y tl, n n "': -t -,:: ~ '. J . .. .; .. , • · · l. •• ""u -'i't.a \~ J ~""'-~.:.s· • ...Ll.-~;-

~CCG!lS :.\1l operation. 
I 

! 

beacho i}tlring t.he day e person.a.l :ues.ss.ge ~1rae recei vad 
all ra~llz.s of the Zi t~;htll ~'...I."JJJ.Y for their pl<lrt in this most 

; . 

-

_..-

/-. ' 
{ · · r --

; ;1. 
' 0 f-I. / ./ 
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i li!:aj Gen Simonds ,GOC 1 Cdn Di v ,and Brig Penhale, Comd 3 CdYJ. Inf Bde. Gen Mcl~aughton 

I / spoke to all officers at Bn Hq, expressing the pride the people of Canada and the rem 

l
mainder of First Cdn Ar~y felt in the achievements of 1 CdnP Div. 

I The majority of bn J?ersonnel spent the afterno::m at the bathing beach. 
119001 Brig Penhale,Maj Pangman{B.M) ,Capt Dare(SC) and Lt Cols Bernatchez(R22e:t~ and Pangman 
! I(Carlt & York),also the H·.1LO,attended a dinner at Bn H1'."fest NSR(CJtSA ~TOVA SCOTHt). 
i 

23 ; 1530 A squad from each coy. paraded at Bn Hq dressed as all personnel in a rifle coy vlill b 
' 

1 
dressed for the assault in the coming operation and at all times on which they in that 

1 order of dress. 
! 1730!Lt Col L~ P Bogert briefs all coy · comds on the forthcoming ... operation.In a laniling by 1 
i 1 Cdn Div,ilest HSR is tlb be left bn of the assault bde (3 dn Inf Bde). A and B coys 
1 

!will land in the initial assault,followed by C Coy and D Coy,the latter being in re-

I
. serve for the le.nding, but later leading the atihacl-:: inland, follov;ed by C ,A, and B Coys 
in turn. 

24; 0800J/Lt Col E P Bogert proceeded to Hq 1 Cdn Div. 
p930 NCOs school de~onstrated ~ssault ~anding to all coys. i..~aj R S?: 1.1at~rn:tan supervised 
! the de:monstrat~on, conrn.ent~ng on chfferent features of the assault. "-~.fter the demonstr 
! -ion coys practiced LCA trg and assault landin£ until noon. 

l

jl515 In the abse:race of a representative from 1 ~dn Fd Regt,l.~j ~~: S S . .'aterman practiced 
all junior officers in calling for arty support. -1 ~1-t the same time coy comcls studied 

J air photos for the co;:ling operation. 

251 0700 Maj R S :S 1Jaternan practices coy comds in callinr; for arty support over 18 set. 
. 1400 Lt Col Bogert briefs coy comds vd th reference to the model at .dde ErJ.. 

I 
! 
! 
I 
! 

Remarks, refe..reocc.:; 
to Appendices and . 

initials 
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8134 7 4 proceeded to SYRACUSA and returned to unit lines \vi th most of the tpt. A portion, how- .. ·~ 
ever,could not be unloaded and drivers were left at SYRACUSA to bring fwd the remain- · 1 

\ 

ing vehicles on the follovving day. _ 

27 \Yest NSR rear party,under comd Capt i,'{ R Moore,arrived from E.."'rGLAND,having sailed dir
. I 

28 

ectly from El:'JGLAND to SICILY during the past two weeks 

0830 ~& Lt ·col M P Bogert proceeded to the hlESSINA area to observe across the straits of 
MESSDJA .the area in which 1 Cdn Di v will land in the fortfl.coming operation. 

'tt\ 

29 

2030 Lt col M P Bogert descti bes to all officers of West NSR the part which the unit vlill 
play in the coming operation. On D day 13 Corps is to attack the REGGIO area across 
the ~traits of MESSlllA;i Cdn Div landing at RSGGIO tovm with 5 (British) Div on the 
left. 1 Cdn Div will attack with 3 Cdn Inf Bde fwd,the bde attacking with two f vvd bns~ 

Carlt &. York rt and West NSR left,XRX}t,landing simoultaneously. Thus 'Hest NSR would 

0640 

1800 

be one o~ the first bns of all the ALLlED Armies to land on the mainland of EUROP~. 
The objective of West NSR is two forts., overlooking the town of REGGIO. A and B Coys 

vlill land in the first wave,rt and left respectively,while the advance to the forts 
will be lead by D Coy,followed by C Coy,taking the North and South fort respectively. 
West NSR will then reorganize in the area of the forts. 

All a"'{ailable assault scale personnel 'dest HSR proceeded by MT to AUGUSTA to carry 
out a ~earsal of the assault landing. Two landing practices were carried out in the 

·harbour about . two miles South of the tovm. Maj Gen Simonds ,GOC ·1 Cdn Di v, expressed the 
view during this ·:S_hearsal that even in an opposed landing probing . ., .for mines must be 
done before the assault tps cross the beach. The end of the practice about 1645 hrs 

was _punctuated by enemy air attacks on the harbour and by unusually heavy showers of 
rain • After supper at 17 00 hrs '\'lest NSR embusses and arrives in ~NCOFOJ::!TE area 

about 2030 hrs. During the day the DU'L',/S and all assault scale vehicJ.es to be loaded 
on LSTs and LCTs left for the assembly area. 

r I 
l_ --- -----·'--·-- ·-----.. . . . - ·--·· . ··--- ... -~-- - - ···-··. - ·- - -- . 
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2100 
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During the <!ay all pls carried out assault landing trg with special emphasis on the 
probing of mines as suggested by l1':aj Gen Simonds on the previous day. Complete kit 
inspections wEJBe also held. 

·During the morning the RS!-1 of the R22eR vvas shown the method by whioh ~lest NSR ·Ni.ll 
carry picks and shovels on the man during the coming op eration;ie at:tached to the 
haversack \nth the supporting strap .from the pack. At 1400 hrs Brig ~enhale also in
spected and a~proved of this method. . -
Lt col MP Bogert visited Hq 3 Cdn ' Inf Bde at 1,500 and at 2000 hrs. 
2 LAA recce party reported at 'Nest NSR. They are included in ':iest NSR landing table. 

During the · morning all final documentation Y·ras completed. The ·balance of the assault 
scale tpt left for the assembly area. 
~lest. "!JSR proceeds by MT to the CATANLti docl-~s for embarkation to the assembly area.Tea 
was provided at the docks,after vfhich the bn embarl;:ed on several eraft,Bn Hq being on 
LCI{L) 283.'J.,he craft put ·to sea about 2000 hrs,proceeding Horth to an area about five 
miles s ·outh of l.'BssnrA 

2 I 0100 LCI(L) __ 2~B gives Bn Hq_ a d.ry _ l~nding on the beach at 315440. The bn \'l8.S guided into a 
assemoly area immediately adjoinine; the beach,where it remained doggo all during the 
day, the area being subject to observation from the mainland of ITJ\LY from 7 -8 miles 

3 

1300 

I 
1 2130 

I 
0045 
0345 

I 
I 
I 

avl8.y~ Lt col Boeert· \ 'Ta.S given the latest infm avo.i,lable at Bde Hq at 0900 and 1100 hrs. · L/ 
Coy com(j..s were shm~m the P.EGGIO area. 'l1.he forts and the ground l eading thereto were .. /r~ 

visible from the asseably area. · ., \ 
Rations for 2 Sep were provided by a British stogiT'7. camp in the ·a s sembly area. 
~:I est NSR assembles in compact serial croups just clear of the beach. Although the 
strait vvas quiet ,a- large fire on the enemy side,believed to be at the South fort,lit 
up the =...va ter from ttne · to time • 

... 

lfest NSR embarks and a bout 0 230 hra all cra_:t:t put to s ea, protVeeding RS tovmrd Il~GGIO~ 
Our arty opens up v.ri th a crashing barrag e. 1·ledium shells blasted the beaches near 

REGGIO~ .:~.A .. rocket -ship,firing hundreds of 6lb Is bombs per minute,gave the Southern 
beaches · the 11 once over". The smoke . from the arty v1a s so dense that the naval person-
nel had considerable/in fin~ing the be~ch e s. It wa s not .until about 0500 hrs 

_ , __ .. <d -~J. fL~ ~ "'e "1 .. . 
,, 
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3 0500 (H plus 30) that .:.·:.. Coy reported h3.vinc; l a nd ed. B Coy was landed partly in :S."SGGIO and 

4 

5 

·partly two miles :;orth of our ovm beaches, but quickly pushed on to its task. Bn Hq_ and 
D Coy landed in an ideal posn at 0 54 5 hrs, and in a fevr minute s all coys were advancing rh. 
to the forts in the proper order{D,C,Bn Hq,A and B). The march up to the fort was 
somewhat difficult because of the steep slope,but at ID715 hrs both forts were in our 

1 hands. They were unoccupied,except foY two sjts in the I'Torth fort. Fo\ir 280 mm mortars 
four 7 5 mm guns, and two 20 mm guns were captured. 

0830 An enemy gun fired over the forts into the harbour beyond. Sixty-four of our guns were 
turned on the ill-advised o:t.:fender; silence followed. 

t
09 00 German planes dive-bombed HJJ;GGIO harbour • rro damage was reported. · 
1500 Fifty-fiv~ Italian soldiers and sailors gave themselves up from their posns in the . 
515 nearby hills • .P.t 1515 hrs in ac9or~am.cw with instructions fro.m Hq 3 Cdn Inf Bde, West 

NSR proceeded by march route and tf!: to the area of REGGIO airfd. A Coy remained in the 
1 area of the forts. Lt col M P Bogert, IO and Coy Corads meanwhile accompanied Brig M H S 

Penhale on a recce of the new area. About 1800 hrs all coys were in their new areas. 
· Lens - B Coy - 466425,C Coy - 46842i,D Coy - 451426,Bn Hq and Sp Coy - 463424. 

Patrols were sent out , but no enemy vvere encountered.A :patrol from Carlt ~ York Regt 
meanwhile advanced along the South coast rd to l.'~LITO. 

Our only casualty during 3 Sep was one man sick. 

0900 Maj Pangman, BM 3 Cdn Inf Bde ,arrived at l;test NSR with orders for a patrol to be sent ) i 

through CA ... lWETO to the main MELITO - GAl·:ffiA~:UA high~vay at 614466. This patrol of about /~ 
two secs in 1\·IT under comd Lieut D Kirk,B Coy..,had the task of det.ermining if a sui tabl3 ~ 

rd could be made along the route they took~and also to contact i~ possible a patrol of ' 
Carlt & York Regt moving North from LIELITO .At noon this patrol · vvas · very near CA.liDETD. \ 
During the afternoon il. Coy moved into the new bn area (460421). 

1930 Patrol returned • .~.~ieut Kirk reported the track unsuitable for Mr. At CA..~DETO the mayor 
,with official sash,and 300 of the populace had turned out to welcome him. 

203C OrdeeB were received that ":lest IJSR was on one hour notice from 0800 hrs tomorrow. 

Move goheduled for 1200 hrs delayed because of traffic difficulties on the main axis 
of 1 Cdn Div advance;ie, roa~ REGGIO DELLUJUOVA{6761). Possibility of proceeding 
along South coast rd also suggested. No move during night 5/6 Sep.neavy rain overnight~)~ 

~ 
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7 

j 1110 hrs. 1~t 1?30 hrs orders were receiv-ed to send f'.vd a recce partt to LB Gl'J,.~BARIA. 
I This party, :onsisting of Lieut-colonel Bogert, IO ),and Coy_ Comds ,met . rig 1-.I E S Penhale 

cL1 'USi. iO€l aoout 1530 hrs. It was learned that 2 vdn Inf .::Jde tpt could not proc~ed fr,rd 

I to DELIAlTIJOV~~ because of olovm brs, and that 3 Cdn Inf bde would spend the nieht in the 
G.A.MBA .... ttiA area. './est ESR area ( 610534) was in a spruce forest. All coys v1ere in this 

area before darkness. Due to the al ti tu de, nearly 4000 ft, the night '.vas cold. 1!eavy 
rain added to the discomfort. 

0830 Rum ration issued. Dull cloudy morning ~radually breaks into a fine day. 
1100 Lt col Bogert receives orders at Eq 3 Cdn Inf ~de for continuation of the advance at 

14 00 hrs. · The main plan has now changed ·and 3 '"'dn Inf Bde is to rnove to LOC?J th.rough 
DEL~AHUOVA;,S CRISTINA, track 77563? - 867715,and 1}:8R.AC:S •• :Jest !JSR crossed ,.the .ode SP , 

11730 
I 

( rd J1.m.c 60o537) at 1400 hrs. Conslderable delay was caused by tpt ahead. head of col ~ 
arrived at D~LI .. 4.1TUOVA at 1730 hrs •. -iest :-;~;R d.ebussed about 687622,had a hast:,r stQ1)er,f{ j 
and at 1~30 hrs proceeded fvrd on foot, E Coy leading. The route was lar;::ely uphill and 
at midnight the bn was about three miles from rd and tracl<: junc 77 5636. . 

I 0150 

I 

A long :fual t was made at 67 5647 until 0300 hrs. il..bout 043 0 hrs ·.,'est !·;SEt arrived at rd 
and track junc 77 5636. _.;_fter proceeding along the tra~k for about 300 yds it appeared 
to peter out and a halt \VB.~ made until the track could be found at first light. 

d:x:t:r 

A runaway mule startled the resting tps at 0530 hrs and about 0545 hrs without ·Narnin 
machine carbines,3rens,and rifles began firing. A party of Italian paratps had contact 
-ed ':lest nsa and already their comd was a prisoner • ~'>.pparantly ");hey had been bivouac- , 
ing less than lOO yds from · our ovm. tps. ) .. lively engagement ensue9,,:uhile A Coy moved 1~ 
around to the right to cut off the enemy. The paratps foue;ht unusually well for Ital- · ~ 
ians, although we soon had 57 prisoners and six of the enemy were dead. f',_ pl from the \ 
Edmonton ... --(egt nearby chased the remaining paratps from the area. This short action was 
rather costly: cm,: Foley of C Coy was killed, tapt A '.'i Hardy (the LO) and .. Capt R G 

psoo 
Thexton were wounded,as were Sjt Cunningham,Sjt Shanks(vT,.J.o died later) and several 
pthers. ·.-rest !·~SR resumed its march as far as 802465,where a halt was made for a meal, 
the advance being continued at 1130 hrs.Rations for the a/m meal had be eh broue;ht f wd 

in ~eeps. Lt col bogert's j eep,carrying the 22 set,had come f\~ earlier. I 
I 
! 
I 
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1500 I 'ilest NSR arrives at main hi ghway 867715 and proceeds South toward LOCRI. Je.eps ferr- /~ 
ied the tps from 867715 to the blovm br at 925672. At another blovm br 400 yds farther 

I
on the bn halted for the ni_ght. ... 

2000 ne ~vvs v-!8.s/: received that rr~.u.Y had unconditiona lly surrended. :}:talian soldiers fired 
1 flares and small arms from the heights overloo:'rdng G1~RAC"S in celebration. :;\ · 

0815 ·~·vest NSR followed R22eR toward LOCRI, and occupied a posn about 9 60627.. two miles .l.'l orth .. ('L 

of the town.Rations v.Jere carried over the blown br and tpted to the bn on vehic_les , 
which had come up the coast rd. It was well after noon oefore any tpt could cross the ~~, 

1600 blovm br. At 1600 hrs Lt col Bogert attended an 0 Gp at Hq 3 Cdn Inf Bde( 982623). No " 
move tonight, but anticipate move on 11 Sep to area C.:'..TANZARO. 

1430 Goys were tpted to the beach at LOCRI for a s vlim, each coy having about 45 min for 
117 00 svlimrning. Part of the 1 t scale tpt and the LOBs arrived in the bn area. 

2030 I Lt col Bogert attended an 0 Gp at Bdre Hq now at SIDERNO( 006656). Orders were received 
to move to the CArl'ANZ.A..-rtO area by L:T and LCI(L)s on 11 ~ep. These orders were passed 

jto coy comds at Bn H~ at 2130 h rs.Packs were reload Ad and preparations made for an ear 

1

1ly move on 11 Sep. ' 

0645 LCI party under Maj R S E '.faterrnan marche.s to the beach at LOCRI for embar\'j.ation. 
0700 Lt col Bogert,IO,SO, and coy comds proceed by jeeps to an RV at the rd juns South of 

CATLT\JZA..~O, where, at 1030 hrs Brig Penhale allotted areas to the bn comds,after which 
a recce of '.1est NSR area was made. Coy posns were 'chos en thus: A Coy - 310390,B Coy -
. 312392,0 Coy - 305385,D Co y - 320380·, :on_ Hq - 304387. All coys w.ere in posn by 1800 hr p, -~ 
the LCis having landed on the beach in t h e .~est l'T SH area. · . · v ' -~ 

2000 .~-.t col Bogert attended 0 Gp at Bde E o. . :Jlticipa te three duy stay in present area. 
~ -

I 

12 0815' Lt col Boe ert issues orders for dau's activity,an~ outlined general plan for futuve 
1245 operations. At 124~ hrs ·.'lest ES~ rn9.I'ch ed to :~ CJ 3C dn I n f Bde,v.Jhere at 1500 hrs,l•~aj 

I 
Gen Simonds,GOC 1 Udn Div,addressed the bde,outlinin0 future plans,andt issued orders 

regarding looting,dress ,and conduct while in a c on '1u ered country as a conquerins: army. ./~, 1 
·• 

1

1845 Lt col Bogert outlines tomorrow's trg to inc1 th r e e hour pl route mSJ. rch es · ~ with no wat e r , 
-bottl es and with emphasis on str ict march d iscipline. ~/ ~/~:. -· / . Y/ ,/ ~· 

-1 " · / /7/ /~7 ~- .... -~ .... -· , , -e filii.., v . . - '-" 
I ' 
I 

I 

...._ _ 
; ' 
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I 

I 
! 

At the opening of this Diary the following appointments are held at 1Neot N S R : 

CO,Lt col MP Bogert; 21c,Maj R SE Watermnn; Adjt,Capt C B Higgins; IO,Lieut H_M Eis 
enhauar; Sigs Offr,Liaut J H Jones;Coy Comds: HQ Coy,Capt C L Putnam; Sp Coy,Capt D 
MaoG Archibald;A Coy,Capt J W K Smeltzer;B Coy,Capt J R Cameron;C Coy,Capt(AJMaj) G L 

· F Ma..l\feil;D Coy,Capt A W Rogers. ·. 
j p 

07 00 I During the morning from 0700-1100 hrs pls , follo·wing a number of specified routes ,car 
ried out three-hour route marches without \~terbottl~s. Coy comds and 2ios checked 

I 

the pls at intervals ~or spacing and general march discipline. 
1000 The Senior Protestant Chaplain 1 Cdn Div visited H/Capt Brtmdage at H::t West N S R. 
lBOO Lt col ;,ogert a;~e~ded an 0 Gp s.t Bde co:a~. Prelimin~~Y orders were received for a move 

I to the ~ILLAPIAbl area{RU1041) on 16 ucp 43. Intel..t.J.6ence Summary received ••••••••••• 

G8C!O 10 Gp at Bn TI :..~ to o·utline general plan of move on 16 Sep. COID:l'!llllion services were held 
at 0730 ar..d 0700 hrs. The day vre.s spent in rest nr..d clean.ing up .Preparations were made 
! for a re cc :~ pnrty t;o e,o fwd to VU.LAPIANA. on 15 :Jep. ' 
I 

1000 Recc~ party,consisting of Lt col MP Bogert,IO and Goy Comds with DRs and runners,pro
cecdod to the V.U..LAPIA.UA area,arriving 1745 hrs at a RV about 1 mile South of the tO"lm 
It was then too late to recce tlle area before dark!lless,and the raeoe party bivouaced 
near the RV. 

· M~anwh:l.le at CATAUZ!~T{O ·,;est NSR prepared for a move by tpt and LCI(L)s to . 
the new area. ·, 

App i(a) 
)~ 

)~ 

0700 l5ain party leaves CATANZARO area as per movement order ••••••••••••••••.••.••••••••••• App l(b) 
0800 Recce party at VILLAPIA~.'"ifA recce a portion of the bde area near the town of FRAUCA 

1( RU 07 39 L. This area was allotted to 't'iest NSR by Brig Penhale at an 0 Gp 1100 hrs,and 
~as occupied by the recce pprty.About 1700 hrs unit tpt began to arrive. A portion of 
~this tpt vms i.mmedia:bely_ unl.oad.ed and used to ferry the LCI party from the village of )h..._ 
~RE:UISACOE eight miles along the coast to the North.The bn w::ts in posn by 2230 hrs. · -,.""1" 

2230 1 U.eanvlhile Lt col Bogert had received orders from Brig Penhale to carry out an 
operation entailing finally the eapture o~ POTENZA, the approach to POTENZA to be made 

I -----

-·~ 

: 
. ~ 
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----\ 16 ( cfnt 'd 1 by "Botorc e", consisting ot West NSR,l4 CTR( one sqdn) , and supportimg elements as de-
i I tailed in the order of march for 17 Sep (App l( c). The entire force was to be under 
1 

1 

1

camd Lt col MP Bogert. It \~ hoped that this move vrould ease the pressure on the rt 

S ARCAN
-GELO 
RU 0179 

I j flank of the "Avalanche" landing on the NAPLES front by threatening the Germans coWlt-

1
. ,erattacking the Firth Army. · 
. I . 
I 17 I 0800 \Lt col Bogert,IO,and coy' Camd~Jllttend 0 Gp at HQ 3 Cdn Inr Bde,where orders were i.ssued 

1 to oomds supporting arms. At 1100 hrs Maj Gen Simonds,GOC 1 Cdn Div,gave final in~ 

18 

1 I and instructions to Lt col Bogert. -

1

1230 West NSR moves ofr to SP in TCVs and unit tpt(App l( c)). The adv was practically unin-~ 
terrupted except for periodical 20 min hal.ts by the leading tks every tw-o hours. After -
leaving the coast about RU 2J74 the only maps available were 1:250,000. 

1920 Coln halts for the night about ten miles east of s ARCANGELO ( RU 0179). At 2200 hrs a 
patrol under comd Lieut D Rice accompanied by IO and Capt Thrupp,Italian-speaking I6 

from 1 Cdn Di v, went :f'\vd beyond S ABCANGELO and discovered that the br about 5 kms be-

l
yond the town was still intact ( RT 8987). At S AHCArnELO contact '!.¥aS made with a coy 
Carlt & York Regt,wnich bad accompanied 4 PLDG to this point. , · 

0530 G Coy,riding on the tanks,and the comd gp adv towards CORLETO (RO 7300),pass1ng throug 
S ARCAlnELO and on to ar.ea ARMENTO (7692),vmere the coln halted for a hot meal,the 

~830 
12100 
i 
I 

~
emainder of the bn having meanvmile come fwd.Engineers made a diversion around a br 
blown about 2.6 kilos South of CORLETO,and at 13?30 hrs the adv continued to this br. 
ORLETO was badly bombed by our aircraft and D Coy cleared the streets of rubble befor 
he adv by MT could be continued. Meanwhile B Coy w·ent fwd. on foot,prececded by an h'--r."'-

engineer recce party and part of the comd gp,incl Lt col Bogert. · About 1645 hrs a loud 
xplosion was heard in the direction of LAURENZANA,and a short time later the eng recc 
rrr,Lieut Rollefsan.appeared on foot at 7105 and informed the comd party that he had 
n a MO actually passed a oar filled with.Germans proceeding in the opposite direction 
e abandonned his MC,Which the Germans eonfiscated",and evaded the enemy by a wide 
anking movement to the rear.- Ten minutes later Lieuts J H J ones and 'N H P David re

orted that they had seen a party of Germans blow up the br at LAURENZANA and withdraw 
· As 1t was now approaching darkness.the coln halted for the night in the area 7105. 

1 
Lt col M P Bogert outlined the plan tor 19 Sep. At 2200 hrs a patrol under comd Lieut 

I 

~~~~ ~~-------·-·------------------··-·-· ----- ------
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' ! .1 explosion indicated the possible blowing or another br. ·. '· 
I i I \~ 
l19 ! 0500 1 A Coy went fwd. to blown br just beyond LAURENZANA to cover engineers making diversion \.'\ 

20 

lo6oo I Lt col Bogert recced in area of br,while the remainder of the bn came f~u at 0730 hrs 
i 0800 j About 0800 hrs the diversion was passable by jeeps and ~Cs. A Coy moved fWd on foot •··. \ ·. 
1 1 followed by the cand party and D Coy. A Coy was hard on the heels of the enemy-,and . \ 

1

1 German sappers blew a crater on a steep slope about a mile a~ead(66~1). D Coy assist 
the engineers to fill the crater,which ;vas soon passable to jeeps. Meanwhile A Coy an 

1 the comd party continued ~~ on foot. On rounding the corner at 6512.ememy sappers 

I
, blew th~ br across the river there and fired on the leading tps,slightly wounding 

Capt Buchanan,FOO fr 1 Fd Regt. Three inch mortar fire and a rapid adv by A Coy cans 
! a hasty w1 thdra,rml by the enemy. An enemy lorry '>'m.S found burning on the rd near the 
I br. 
/1100 The adv to ANZI continued,A Coy leading. 1:100,000 maps are again available. Another 
I blown br was l&scovered near ANZI(5140). D Coy continued on foot for a short distance 

the remainder of the bn embussed on TCVs nmv across all previous obstaol~s.While at 
ANZI three German lorries \vere sighted on the rd at 588151. They vdthdrew on being 

1730 
shelled by one of our t~s,which were now at the head of the vehicle co1n. 

The tidv continues,and after crossing long areas of roads studded •Nith Teller mines, 
the coln arri vcd at a posn overlooking POTEI··U,A( 5324) about 1930 hrs· •. Here Lt col M F 
Bogert issued . orders for an adv into the to v-m af1er the moon rose at 2300 hrs. D Co:y 
vms to go fwd and cover the engineers cloarine mines to the br near the tovm( 515255) 
Later C and D Coys. were to adv inbo PO'.rENZA,A Coy covering the .. ,engi_ne ' rs and· B Coy 
moving when ordered. No general move f1Nd was attempted before midnight. 

0200 About 0200 h·rs the bn 1t'offiS cone in the area of the blown br,B C and part of A Cmys 

I 
moving fv.rd in TCVs .A TCV backed off the rd near the br , ex~ioding a 'l'eller mine v.rhic 
wound ·3d Lieut R Guy ,A Coy and t6 ORs. 'rhree men of B Coy t'lere injured 'ilhen their TOV 

· struck a cr~:t er caused by an exploded Tell \'3r mine. T .;__ 

0300 About this time small atms fire was heard. A patrol under comd ..uieut Carol( .h. Coy) · J. ~ 
had int ercepted a party of enemy apparantly at tempting to blo"'' un?ther br near the · .-. 

to·.-.n. The enemy withdrew. D and C Goys advanced towarCI.s the tovm,~·d:nle Bn H~ was est 

I 

., 
~ 

I 
r 
I 
I 

I 
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140~ 
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23 ' 0830r o Gp a t Bde Hq .• Received infm no move from present area until 1 Oct,due chieflY to 
\maintenance problem. At 150C hrs Lt Col Bogert and IO RV at HQ R22eR and accompany 

I 24 i 
I 

i 

I 
25 I 

I 

I 
Brig I'.~ H s Penhale on a recce of the f•vd patrol area, proceeding as far as ACE.REl!ZA 
and returning via YAGLI0(6231) at 1915 hrs. 

I 
! Apart from normal routine the only event of note was the activity of a patrol under 

Lieut H W Bullock, which,moving East on the main highway from POT.ZNZA ,made contact 
\nth 1 Cdn Inf Bde and 78 British Div,the latter a div of the Fifth Corps operating 

on the Bust coast,having landed at 5ARI. 

)~ 

! I 
I 0730 I 

Another quiet day. Fwd patrols of R22eR have now· recc ed the area of SPI!Vi..ZZOLi:., VENOSA 
and FDRENZA v'li thout encountering any enemy. At 1800 hrs Lt Col Bogert w-as a guest a:t; 

a dinner at HQ 3 Cdn Inf Bd~. Reports indi11ate a general wi 'thdra,113.l by the enemy of · 
all his main forces to a line on the River PO in the ~!cbrth of IT;.LY. 

26 

28 1100 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

.t ... i . 

Communion service followed by a church service at 0845 hrs. At 0930 Lt Col Bogert 
and IO accompanied Brig Penhale and other unit comds to SPINAZZO~returning at 1845 
hrs. At 0200 hrs this date all watches were set back one hour. First light is now 

about 0500 hrs and last light about 1830 hrs. Intelligence .. Summary No 3 •••••••••.• Appl(f) 

i tbags and bedrolls v.rere brought to tr.~.e unit area by the QJ1l,Gapt c F lifu.ynach~G .Arreng
ments( later cancelled }were mad~ for A Coy to relieve the f~vd patrol of Carlt & York R ~ 

on the SPII.JAZ:,QL.l.\.,GENZAUO,FORENZA circuit,the vmtble patrol to be,\lnder comd Maj R S E 
Waterman,21c West N S R • 

Lt Col Bogert and Capt C B Eiggins(adjtJ visit Bde H~ .• Inf'm received of a wide out
flanldng movement by 1 Cdn Di v via FOGGIA und CAMPOBASSO to cut. off about three 0er-
man di vs in the l'JAPLIB area. At 1300 hrs the bn 0 Gp was informed of the comittg rJp- 'h!--..-_ 

eration .. 17 00 Lt col Bogert a tt.ended e..n 0 Gp at Bde HCi. l'llove for tomorrow postponed , ·· · ~ 
until Xxftgx 30 Sep,when a longer move vdll be made to thG PALAZZO area. Four officer 
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P01'"S:·iLA 128 ( q~ntil6~d) 
I ~~~ 

Summary of Events and Information 

• and ?2 OR rainforcements were brOU(!)lt f ··:d from the D~:.A. During the nieht 28/29 
a heavy oloctrical storm,acconpanied -by high .'linus G.nd torrential rnin8 heralded 
ad vent of thn rainy season. 

. . "'' 
I ! 

29j 1 ~'!Aather clear,high wind. During the morning Lt Col Bagf3rt and about 75 spectators fr 
1 ·.·Jest ~·J S R attended the Di v Sports at the P0 .1 7E!~Z.A stadium. Orders were r·3cei ved from · 

Hq 3 Cdn In:f Dde to move to the area P.ALl.Z 0 on 30 Sepf.l,crossing Bde ~P at 0935 hrs, 
as per movem::;nt order •••••..••• 

30 
1

0915 ·; 0st NSJ. in unit tpt and 17 TCVs cross ed Dn ~~p en route to PAL .Z o. Good progress was 

Remarks, referenc-e>_ 
to Appendices a_nd 

initials 

h , 
App l(d) ... 

1

1 made and the new area was reached about 130 -~ hrs. The bn was situat-ed com!)actly aroun 
Bn HQ at 661609,just East of P.:U..".Z;. o. 

1600' Lt col Bogert and IO proceed to H:; 3 Gun Inf Bc1e ( ;'_ mile .!est of P~u..AZ 0). Brig Pen- lh 
hale inf~rmed corr .. 11anding offic eFS that ;: Cdn Inf l~d e would probably noT move fwd unti l... 
2 Get 43. The adv of 1 Cdn Di v fv.rd elerrh3nts :_ ::-, to begin at 6430 hrs 1 Oct, RCR and 
14 CTR lcadin~. 

.·, 

I 


